Solid-organ transplantation in the pediatric population.
The results of solid-organ transplantation in children have improved dramatically in recent years with advances in surgical technique and immunosuppressive therapy regimens. Donor organ availability continues to be a limiting factor in the pediatric age-group, and it has been estimated that 20-30% of children waiting for a heart or liver transplant die before a suitable donor can be found. A number of problems remain for the long-term pediatric graft recipient, and these will need to be vigorously pursued so that optimal rehabilitation and longevity can be achieved for the transplanted child.